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INTRODUCTION 
This plan exists to provide structure for the reopening of SCISD campuses such that employees, 

students, and families are safe and to reduce the impact of COVID-19 conditions. The procedures and 

practices referenced in this plan are based on guidance from the Texas Education Agency (TEA), the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and the office of the Governor of Texas.  

SECTION I: SAFETY OF STUDENTS, STAFF, AND 

VISITORS 

The virus that causes COVID-19 can infect people of all ages. SCISD will do everything feasible 

to keep students, teachers, staff, and our community safe. The safety measures put in place 

specifically follow the TEA Public Health Guidance for Schools  and the CDC Considerations for 

Schools. 

 

While it is not possible to eliminate all risk of furthering the spread of COVID-19, the current 

science suggests there are many steps our schools can take to reduce the risks to students, 

teachers, staff, and their families significantly. This document contains information on practices 

that SCISD will adapt to minimize the likelihood of viral spread. 

EMPLOYEE AND STUDENT SAFETY 

Prevent: Practices to Prevent the Virus from Entering the School 

 

A. Screening Questions for COVID-19 Before Campus Access 

 

1. Teachers and staff: 

a. All teachers and staff will complete self-screening for COVID-19 symptoms (as 
listed in this document) prior to entering campus facilities each day.  

b. Teachers and staff must report to the school system if they themselves have 
COVID-19 symptoms or are lab confirmed with COVID-19, and, if so, they must 
remain off campus until they meet the criteria for re-entry as noted below.  

c. Teachers and staff must report to the school system if they have had close 
contact with an individual who is lab-confirmed with COVID-19, as defined at the 
end of this document, and, if so, must remain off campus until the 14-day 
incubation period has passed. 
 

2. Students: 

a. Parents must ensure they do not send a child to school on campus if the child 

has COVID-19 symptoms (as listed in this document) or is lab-confirmed with 

COVID-19, and instead should opt to receive remote instruction until the 

below conditions for re-entry are met.  

b. Students will be screened prior to entering the building by campus staff. 

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/covid19-SY-20-21-Public-Health-Guidance.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
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a. Temperature check 

b. Assessment of symptoms 

c. If screened in the car and one student has fever, all students will be 

sent home. 

c. Teachers and staff will monitor students and refer to the nurse if symptoms 

are present. 

d. If parents are picking up their student during the school day, please call 

ahead to notify staff and receive instructions. 

 

        3. Parents/Visitors: 

a. Outside pick up/drop off is preferred, but if a parent must come in the building 

to pick up or drop off their student, they will be screened and are required to 

wear a mask. 

b. SCISD campuses are closed to visitors with the exception of those needing to 

conduct essential school business 

c. All essential visitors are required to be screened for COVID-19 symptoms 

when entering a District facility. 

d. All visitors entering a District facility will be required to wear a face covering 

Individuals who proceed beyond the reception area will follow social 

distancing guidelines. 

 

4. Individuals Confirmed or Suspected with COVID-19 
A. Any individuals who are lab-confirmed to have COVID-19 must stay at 

home throughout the infection period, and cannot return to campus until 
released by the local health department or their doctor. 

 
B. In the case of an individual who has symptoms that could be COVID-19 

(as determined by the school nurse) and who is not evaluated by a 
medical professional, such individual is assumed to have COVID-19. The 
individual may not return to the campus until he/she has either: 

 

1. obtained a medical professional’s note clearing the 
individual for return based on an alternative 
diagnosis or  
 

2. receive confirmation of that the individual is free of 
COVID via acute infection tests at an approved 
COVID-19 testing location found at 
https://tdem.texas.gov/covid-19/ 

 
5.  Identifying Possible COVID-19 Cases on Campus 

A. Schools will immediately separate any student (to a quarantine room) 
who shows COVID-19 symptoms while at school until the student can be 
picked up by a parent or guardian.  

B. Schools will clean the areas used by the individual who shows COVID-19 
symptoms while at school (student, teacher, or staff) as soon as is 
feasible. 

https://tdem.texas.gov/covid-19/
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C. Students who report feeling feverish should be given an immediate 
temperature check to determine if they are symptomatic for COVID-19. 
 

6. Students or staff with symptoms not consistent with COVID-19 or attributable to 
another cause as determined by a medical professional (school nurse or family 
physician) will be assessed using normal school policies and can return to school 
based on conditions outlined therein. http://local.scisd.net/docs/EHS-HB.pdf 

Respond: Respond to Lab-Confirmed Case in the School 

 

A. Actions Taken If Individuals with Lab-Confirmed Cases Have Been in a School 
1. If an individual who has been in a school is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19, the 

school will notify the local health department, in accordance with applicable 
federal, state and local laws and regulations, including confidentiality 
requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). 

2. Schools will close off areas that are heavily used by the individual with the lab-
confirmed case (student, teacher, or staff) until the non-porous surfaces in those 
areas can be disinfected, unless more than 3 days have already passed since 
that person was on campus.  

3. Consistent with school notification requirements for other communicable 
diseases, and consistent with legal confidentiality requirements, the district will 
notify all teachers, staff, and families of all students in the district if a lab-
confirmed COVID-19 case is identified among students, teachers or staff who 
participate on any on campus activities. 

Mitigate: Practices to Mitigate the Likelihood of COVID-19 Spread 

Operational Considerations: 

 

A. Health and Hygiene Practices: General 

1. Schools will have hand sanitizer stations at each public entrance. Schools will 
also have hand sanitizer and/or hand washing stations with soap and water in 
every classroom. 

2. Students, teachers, staff, and campus visitors will be required to sanitize 
and/or wash hands frequently. 

3. Schools will teach students good handwashing techniques. 
4. Students, teachers, staff, and campus visitors will be encouraged to cover 

coughs and sneezes with a tissue, and if not available, covered in their 
elbows.  

5. Campuses will conduct frequent cleaning, including additional cleaning by 
janitorial staff, as well as provide the opportunity for children to clean their 
own space before and after they are used, in ways that are safe and 
developmentally appropriate. 
a. Schools will conduct additional cleaning and disinfecting of surfaces that 

are touched in common throughout the day. This includes objects such as 

http://local.scisd.net/docs/EHS-HB.pdf
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door handles, common tables/desks, shared supplies such as art 
supplies, and high touch devices such as shared laptops or tablets. 

b. Schools will ensure that cleaning products are stored safely, including 
storing harmful products where children cannot access them, and 
ensuring that harmful cleaning products are not used near children. 

6. Whenever possible, schools will open windows or otherwise work to improve 
airflow by allowing outside air to circulate in the building. 

7. Printed resources such as posters will be on display to promote protective 
measures and to serve as reminders of best practices.  

8. On the first day a student attends school on campus, schools will provide 
instruction on appropriate hygiene practices and other mitigation practices.  

9. Water fountains will be turned off. Students will need to bring water bottles if 
they would like to have water throughout the day. 

 

B. Health and Hygiene Practices: Masks 

1. For the purposes of this document, masks include non-medical grade 
disposable face masks, cloth face coverings (over the nose and mouth), or 
full-face shields to protect eyes, nose, and mouth.  

2. All staff will be required to wear face masks except during impractical 
activities. Students in grades 4-12 will be required to wear face masks except 
during impractical activities. The District will comply with the governor’s 
executive order regarding the wearing of masks or the CDC guidelines, 
whichever has a higher level of safety. Grades Pre-K through 3 are able to 
wear a mask at the parent’s discretion. 

3. In addition to the executive order, school systems may require the use of 
masks or face shields for adults or students for whom it is developmentally 
appropriate. 

4. It may be impractical for students to wear masks or face shields while 
participating in some non-UIL athletic or other extracurricular activities. When 
it is impractical for students to wear masks or face shields during those 
activities, schools will require students, teachers, staff, and visitors to wear 
masks or face shields when entering and exiting facilities and practice areas 
and when not actively engaging in those activities. For example, schools will 
allow students who are actively exercising to remove masks or face shields, 
as long as they maintain at least six feet of distance from other students, 
teachers, and staff who are not wearing masks or face shields. However, 
schools will require students, teachers, and staff to wear masks or face 
shields as they arrange themselves in positions that will allow them to 
maintain safe distancing. 
 

C. Health and Hygiene Practices: Grouping and Social Distancing 

SCISD employees, students, parents, and visitors will practice social distancing, 

staying approximately 6 feet away from others and eliminating contact with others. 

 

1. Campuses  

a. Student desks will be placed at a minimum of six feet apart and facing in the 
same direction when possible. 
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b. In hallways, taped lines on the floor and visual guides on the walls will mark 
the walking direction and spacing in order to support students in maintaining 
the social distancing recommendation of six feet. 

c. When feasible and appropriate (for example, in physical education classes as 
weather permits), it is preferable for students to gather outside, rather than 
inside, because of likely reduced risk of virus spread outdoors. 

d. Secondary students will use backpacks to bring their belongings with them to 
classes rather than school lockers. 

e. Schools will continue to offer extracurricular activities, at their discretion and 
consistent with the guidance in this document, for non-UIL extracurricular 
activities. 

f. Each campus has a specific plan for entry, exit, and transition procedures 
that reduce large group gatherings (of students and/or adults). These plans 
are included at the end of this document.  

g. The scheduling of assemblies or other activities that bring large groupings of 
students and/or teachers and staff together will be only in coordination with 
guidelines of state and local health officials. 

h. Restroom access will be limited to allow for safe spacing of students.  
i. There will be limited access to certain workspaces (staff workrooms, offices, 

conference rooms, etc.) to reduce exposure to risks and ensure employee 
safety. 

Meals:  

1. Meals will be provided to students in a way that is safe within the 
guidelines provided. 

2. All child nutrition staff will use PPE while performing job responsibilities 
and will be trained to practice health and hygiene regulations. 

3. When/If reporting to the cafeteria for lunch, students will be released on a 
staggered schedule.   

4. Cafeteria, serving, and eating areas will be cleaned between uses. 

5. Meals will be available for remote learners who are eligible for free and 
reduced meals. 

Transportation: 

 

1. Bus drivers and students will wear face masks in compliance with the 

governor’s executive order and/or CDC guidelines. 

2. Bus drivers will self-screen and adhere to the same guidelines as 

teachers and staff regarding reporting any COVID-19 symptoms or 

exposure. 

3. Students and staff will use hand sanitizer upon boarding the bus.  

4. Students will be safely distanced, spaced on separate seats, with the 

exception of students who live together. 

5. When possible, bus windows will be opened to allow outside air to 

circulate in the bus. 
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6. Buses will be thoroughly cleaned before and after each bus trip, focusing 

on high-touch surfaces such as bus seats, steering wheels, knobs, and 

door handles. During cleaning, open windows to allow for additional 

ventilation and air flow. 

7. If possible, families are encouraged to drop students off, carpool, or walk 

with their student to school to reduce possible virus exposure on buses 

Nurse/Clinic: 

1. In collaboration with Health Services and guidance from TEA, campuses 

will implement protocols for students who require additional support from 

clinic staff, i.e., diabetes, medications, and regular care due to illness or 

injury, etc. 

2. Campuses will utilize the school nurse to provide professional learning for 

students and employees regarding best practices for health and hygiene. 

Staffing: 

1. SCISD employees, like employees of any organization, must continue to 

meet the work expectations, subject to any applicable employment contract 

terms. 

2. Teachers and staff will be trained specifically on the protocols outlined in this 

document and on the practices adopted.  

3. SCISD will limit or eliminate in-person staff meetings or other opportunities for 

adults to congregate in close settings. When meetings are necessary but 

cannot be done via electronic means, everyone will follow the mask 

protocols, remain at least six feet apart where feasible, and use airflow from 

the outdoors as is possible. 

SECTION II.  ACADEMICS AND INSTRUCTIONAL 

OPTIONS 

Instructional Options 

The American Academy of Pediatrics “strongly advocates that all policy considerations for the 

coming school year should start with a goal of having students physically present in school.” In 

listening to feedback from our families, we know there are many families who are very much 

looking forward to their children physically returning to school on-campus when school resumes 

on August 19, 2020. We also know that there are families who have concerns about their 

children physically returning to school due to preexisting health conditions or other reasons, 

which is why online learning that is facilitated by a certified, SCISD teacher is an important 

option and will also be available. SCISD will support all families in whatever decision is best 

for their children. 

https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/covid/coronavirus-covid-19-support-and-guidance
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/?fbclid=IwAR0S4jzcy2j4gG9LGSwgiKx4EDvsC7lf_cOrOZrhk21R_cnkKk9oXs52S9Y
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By August 10, families will formally complete a request and choose either the traditional In-

Person or Remote Learning option. 

(Updated 11/2/2020) All remote learners returned to in-person classes with the exception 

of those with a medical need documentation and approval.  

Community health data continues to change in our state and in our community, and we are 

continuously monitoring this information and adjusting our plans accordingly. We are sharing 

these preliminary plans with the understanding that as we get closer to August 19, 2020, plans 

could change based on conditions and the decisions of governing entities.  

In-Person Instruction: 

In-person learning will consist of the same strong instructional models and opportunities 

that traditionally have existed prior, although with the previously mentioned safety 

measures in place. Because of distancing needs, and the decreased ability to share 

materials, some group and collaborative work may be modified. 

Remote Learning – (Asynchronous Model): 

Remote Learning is fundamentally different in design, content, and expectation 

from the Learn At-Home experience of students at the end of the 2019-2020 school 

year.  During the school closures of March - May 2020, schools had to shift quickly to 

continue to provide learning opportunities enabling students to continue their education 

from home. This consisted primarily of a review of previously learned content with 

adjusted expectations in light of the circumstances. Moving forward, schools are more 

prepared to address the needs of remote learners who chose this option. 

A. Remote Learning Structure and Expectations: 

o Parent Involvement: As is the case for on-campus learning, 

parents/caregivers are expected to be engaged with and supportive of their 

children’s education but are not expected to serve as their children’s primary 

teacher of the academic curriculum.  

o Instructional Delivery Fomat: Remote Learning students (K-12) will complete 

structured online courses, supported by interaction from their SCISD 

instructor through an Elementary remote learning platform (TBD)(K-4) or 

Microsoft TEAMS (5-12).  

o Pre-K students who chose a remote instructional option will receive 

remote learning via an Elementary remote learning platform 

(Schoology). 

o High school CTE courses will be available remotely within the iCEV 

platform.  Additional support for these courses will come from an 

instructor through MS TEAMS. 

o Attendance: Students will login and engage daily in their online learning 

platform, with SCISD instructors facilitating students’ learning and 

coursework. 
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o Students may have periods of live communication and interaction with 

instructors, as well as periods of self-paced, independent learning.  

o Attendance will be taken for all students every school day based on 

their interaction with their learning platform and/or communication with 

their instructor. The 90% rule for passing and advancing to the 

next grade level is in effect. (Attendance Guidelines 

–  Elementary, Middle School , High School) 

o Enrollment: Once a student is enrolled in Remote Learning, they must 

continue in that format until the end of the grading cycle (six weeks). 

o Grading: Grading guidelines will be the same for both in-person and remote 

learning and the same as before any school closures. (Grading guidelines – 

Elementary, Middle School , High School) 

o Course Options: Secondary students (grades 9-12) will have access to 

Career & Technical Education, Dual Credit and Advanced Placement 

coursework as remote learners. Some courses/programs may require 

admission and on-campus activities throughout the semester.  

o Extracurricular Participation: SCISD makes the remote learning option 

available out of a desire to support families who have health and safety 

concerns for their student or family, beyond the precautions taken for in-

person attendance. Out of the same health concerns, students will NOT be 

able to participate in any UIL or non-UIL extra-curricular activity that is not 

provided in a virtual format.  

o Available Support: Students who require additional support and interventions 

will receive those via video/phone conferencing based on the expectations 

and assessment of SCISD certified educators. 

o Special Services: Students who receive services or accommodations through 

special education, gifted and talented, 504, or ESL will continue to receive the 

support and services in a remote format. Families will be contacted by the 

campus teacher for more specific information. 

Remote Learning During a Full Closure or Student Quarantine: 

At some point in the 2020-2021 school year, by a directive from the Superintendent, 

local Health Department, TEA, or the Governor schools may be closed temporarily or 

long term or a student may be quarantined for an extended period of time.  

From the beginning of the school year, teachers will receive training and support in the 

continued development of a strong online class component associated with all In-Person 

classes. Using Schoology (PreK-4) and Microsoft TEAMS, teachers will make digital 

resources, assignments, and interactions a part of their in-person classes along with 

other proven instructional strategies. 

http://local.scisd.net/docs/elem-hb.pdf
http://local.scisd.net/docs/EMS-Handbook.pdf
http://local.scisd.net/docs/EHS-HB.pdf
http://local.scisd.net/docs/elem-hb.pdf
http://local.scisd.net/docs/EMS-Handbook.pdf
http://local.scisd.net/docs/EHS-HB.pdf
https://web.seesaw.me/
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/education/products/teams
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In the event of a school closure, all students and teachers will then be prepared to switch 

their classroom instruction into these learning platforms remotely and will be subject to 

the same attendance and grading requirements as outlined above. 

Curriculum Resources: 

SCISD adopted curriculum for K-12 core content classes is the TEKS Resource System. 

In addition, curricular resources include those from TExGUIDE and from instructional 

materials adoptions. All are TEKS aligned. High School Career and Technical Education 

(CTE) courses use the iCEV curriculum. 

Technology Support: 

SCISD will provide technical support to in-person and remote learners in both 

instructional and hardware needs. Requests of support for Chromebook and hot spots, 

as well as for software and instructional uses of the devices and software, should start 

with the instructor. The instructor will answer the request if they are able or will consult 

with the Director of Technology or Academics to support the student’s needs. 

SECTION III.  ADDITONAL PLAN CONSIDERATIONS 

Staff Training: 

1.  Pre-return to school orientation to plan -  

Presented remotely (Zoom) to ensure broad understanding and 

preparedness and expectations for safety.  

2.  First Day Training/Orientation  

In-service training on protocols and procedures with this manual; meeting 

area will adhere to social distancing protocols or present via digital platform. 

3.  Cleaning Crew Protocols 

Disinfection methods, comprehensive cleaning training 

4. Transportation Training/Orientation 

Driver protocols. Disinfection methods, comprehensive cleaning training 

5. Substitute Training/Orientation 

Training conducted to ensure understanding and preparedness to align with 

this manual and campus expectations. 

 

It is very important that all employees understand the safety requirements, protocols and 

expectations to ensure everyone stays safe and to prevent the spread of the virus on our 

campuses and within the community.   

Communication: 

To stay updated on the most up-to-date information: 

 

https://www.teksresourcesystem.net/
https://store.esc13.net/products/texguide?variant=14732322275401
https://www.icevonline.com/curriculum
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1.  Visit our district website (www.scisd.net) 

2.  Follow our social media platforms (SCISD FaceBook Page) 

3.  Elementary remote learning platform (TBD) Grades PK-4), Microsoft TEAMS 

(Grades 5-12) 

4. Teachers, students, and parents need to check their email often 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/scisdtexas
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/education/products/teams
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Appendix 

 

 

COVID-19 Symptoms 
In evaluating whether an individual has symptoms consistent with COVID-19, consider 

the following questions: 

 

Have they recently begun experiencing any of the following in a way that is not normal 

for them? 

 Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.0 

degrees 

 Fahrenheit 

 Loss of taste or smell 

 Cough 

 Difficulty breathing 

 Shortness of breath 

 Headache 

 Chills 

 Sore throat 

 Shaking or exaggerated shivering 

 Significant muscle pain or ache 

 Diarrhea 

 

 

“Close Contact” 
This document refers to “close contact” with an individual who is lab-confirmed to have 

COVID-19. Close contact is determined by an appropriate public health agency.  

 

For clarity, close contact is defined as: 

a. being directly exposed to infectious secretions (e.g., being coughed on while 

not wearing a mask or face shield); or 

b. being within 6 feet for a cumulative duration of 15 minutes, while not wearing a 

mask or face shield;  

 

if either occurred at any time in the last 10 days (Updated 12/4/2020 as per new CDC 

recommendations) at the same time the infected individual was infectious. 

 

Individuals are presumed infectious at least two days prior to symptom onset or, in the 

case of asymptomatic individuals who are lab-confirmed with COVID-19, two days prior 

to the confirming lab test 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/disposition-in-home-patients.html#:~:text=Therefore%2C%20CDC%20has%20updated%20the,passed%20since%20symptom%20onset%20and
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/disposition-in-home-patients.html#:~:text=Therefore%2C%20CDC%20has%20updated%20the,passed%20since%20symptom%20onset%20and

